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Background report 

i) Green Space information

Name of Green 
Space  

LGS31   Woody Heights 

Address of Green 
Space 

Linchfield Road, Deeping St. James 

Description of 
Green Space 

This is a good-sized public open space used as for active 
recreation (primarily as a skate park), on the edge of a large 
1970 and 80’s  housing estate.  It is adjacent to the Deepings 
School Playing fields and the Deepings Rugby club pitches and 
is located centrally to both the Deepings Academy and the large 
housing estate along Linchfield Road.   

Area of Green 
Space  

0.44ha Map attached Refer to map 8 

ii) Demonstrably Special criteria

Beauty Tranquillity 

Historic 
significance 

Richness of 
wildlife 

Recreational value A very popular public 
park area used for 
active recreation. 

Other: specify This facility has a local 
cultural importance to 
young people as a 
meeting place and 
sports venue (cycle, 
skate and board 
sports)  

Significance to the 
local community 

• This park is supported and run by DSJ Parish Council. It is
a public park with free access.

• Despite very intensive use it is well maintained.
• Financial support for improvements is also provided by

various organisations, including the DSJ Parish Council.
• It is a very popular local skate park and meeting space for

young people. It has now acquired a positive name and so
is locally culturally important.

• The area has benefitted from a recent refurbishment with
new facilities.

• Whilst on the edge of town it is accessible by foot but also
has an off-road cycle routes across its entrance and a
regular bus route stopping nearby.
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• It is unique as a skate park within the Deepings, this is the
only large open space of its type in a wider area.

• It is also near a school and large built up area
Meets the 
required criteria 
for inclusion 

YES. 

To be protected as an important open space community amenity. 

Site History. 

In 2001 Deeping St James Parish Council began the task of raising money to 
facilitate a skate park. It took two years to raise the money needed to prepare the 
ground, install drainage, prepare a specification, go through the tender process and 
find the most competitive supplier for the skate park equipment and the multi activity 
sports area.  In the summer of 2003, the project was finally completed.  This had 
involved several public consultations, donations from local companies, meetings with 
the young people of the Community – to ensure they had enough input into the plan 
for the skate ramps and other features.  

The installation of the metal ramps has been a huge success, as evidenced by 
Lincolnshire Police being impressed by the reduction in anti-social behaviour. They 
donated towards the building of a youth shelter at the site.   

Renewal of the skate park. 

The metal ramps had a supplier guarantee period of ten years and by 2014 the 
ramps were beginning to show signs of wear.  The Parish Council decided to carry 
out extensive work during the next two years – continuing with the regular safety 
inspections and maintenance programme to ensure the skate park remained 
operational as an important facility for the young people of the community. 

Originally metal ramps had been deemed to be the best available but since 
installation the design of facilities for skate boarding had moved on a very long way.  
The Parish Council were supportive of the young people who wanted to bring this 
extremely popular facility up to date.  It was agreed that it was necessary to replace 
the metal equipment (half pipes, quarter pipes, fun boxes and ramps) with a new 
concrete skate park.  Consultations started again both with the public, and the young 
people.  This time it seemed that the challenge to raise the funding for this, was 
greater than before.  Budgets everywhere were tighter and in total it took nearly 
three years.  The users were involved with this – including supporting the aim to 
have skate boarding adopted as an Olympic sport. 

This area of land is known as Woody Heights, a name chosen by young people.  The 
new facility has promoted board and skating sport locally with many travelling from 
outside the area.  Professional skaters have deemed it to be one the best in the 
Country.  The Parish Council are extremely proud of what has been achieved and 
wish to protect this valuable, popular and important local green space. 
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Evidence of Community value 

The attached appendices show: 

• Involvement of users: Collections carried out by young people at the local
supermarket

• Fund raising and involvement
• Survey of users
• Facebook comments
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